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"Now, Inouye, you'll lead the bridegroom into the ceremonial
room, and your wife will follow on the right side, and we'll escort the
bride. Then when we are all in the proper positions, we'll sit down—"
"Yes, yes, Ito, we understand. There isn't any change since we
discussed things the other day, is there?"
"No, but I don't want to make any mistake," said Genro Ito,
beaming. "Fd like to make the ceremony as formal as possible."
Ito's wife and Inouye's wife excused themselves frequently to see
what progress had been made as to die make-up of the bride.
As Ito's wife returned to the room, her husband asked: "Is every-
thing going all right with Shinko?"
"Yes. It'll take a little more time to get fully ready, however—"
"That's fine." He didn't notice her worried look.
Genro Inouye interrupted: "Well, no matter what you do, a
wedding ceremony can never be completed before daybreak—"
"Did you practice chanting your utai sufficiently? I don't want you
to stumble on it at the crucial point, and don't sing the whole stanza—"
"Oh, Ito, have you and Marquis Saionji decided whether the bride's
real mother or the Marquis' new wife should appear with the Marquis
tonight?"
"Ah!" Genro Ito's face darkened. "I'd completely forgotten about
it," he said, dropping his voice to a barely audible whisper and leaning
over the Inouyes. He cautiously looked around the room. "Say,
Inouye, Saionji-san asked me to do things any way you and I thought
best, but you see, it is a ticklish proposition. Let's go somewhere. Shall
we take the women along, Inouye?" he asked as he got up.
"Yes, that's a good idea. They may have some suggestions."
The women rose, laughing.
"Something must be wrong. I have never before been consulted
about anything," said Ito's wife.
"The same is true of me,"
When they were alone Ito said: "See, Shinko's mother is not living
in this house any more, as you know,"
"So I understand-"
"And like Shinko's mother, Otama, although she gave birth to a
child, has not been—probably never will be—registered as the wife, fe
ordinary cases there would be no question. The new one should tafce
part in the ceremony." Ito waited for his friend's comment.
"Marquis Saionji and Okiku didn't quarrd, did they, Ito?" Inouye
asked

